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tors, and which, to a degree, represent the mission work of the 
denomination. 

Underneath the figures, of course, is the living spirit that is 
more important; but it is also true that the figures themselves 
are used as a measure of the strength of the denomination. You 
know that our church extension work cannot proceed unless sup- 
ported by the funds your generosity places iti the hands of the 
executive body ; and it is by church extension and the activity 
displayed in mission work that tJnitarianism is often, measured by 
those who watch what we are doing. 

You and I know that there is a more accurate measure. We 
are not unmindful of the deeper spiritual life beneath. This is 
not, and never has been, a church-building body. Its mission is, 
perhaps, different. And, though critics may say, as they some- 
times do, that TJnitarianism is dead or dying, we, who are at the 
heart of it, know that to be very far from true ; that it was never 
so much alive, possibly, as to-day. It used to be a protest. It is 
now, we trust, a vital faith. 

One reason for the apparently small stir it makes is that the 
general religious body has become leavened by the spiritual truths 
for which we especially contend. A candle throws its little beam 
through the darkness, and seems an important luminary ; but as 
the sun rises in its glory the candle is put out. It is somewhat 
so with our work. There are evidences of this on every hand ; 
I need not mention them. It has sometimes seemed, for the 
moment, that the* religious world was being rent in twain over 
the discussion of the literal truth of the story of Jonah and the 
whale or some other equally remote and incidental question with 
which Unitarians are not particularly concerned. But, notwith- 
standing the stir such discussions create, or the prominence they 
assume in the secular or religious press, it is nevertheless true 
that earnest sOuls in every denomination are to-day little inter- 
ested in them. Men of good will everywhere are now seeking 
for harmony, peace, religious unity ; seeking for a higher spiritual 
lif6, for the embodiment and manifestation in human activity of 
the essential spirit of Christianity. To this we say Amen. It is 
this which is and always has been our especial aim. If we are 
compared with other denominations as to church building, we 
may easily be outranked. God grant that in the other direction 
it may not be so 1 It is to the fostering of the higher life that we 



( 




Digitized by VjOOQIC 



AMERICAN UNITARIAN ASSOCIATION. O 

especially consecrate ourselves, as a denomination, — a life whose 
fervor was never more needed in the hearts of men than now. 
Toward its more perfect working we hopefully look forward. 

The report of the Nominating Committee was presented 
by the Chairman, Rev. Charles G. Ames, D.D., who 
stated that the request of the Southern Conference to have 
a representative on the Board of Directors was received 
after the list of nominees was in print. The report was 
adopted ; and a committee of five was appointed by the 
Chair to distribute, receive, and count ballots, — Messrs. 
Varney, Dat, Field, Bygrave, and Harwood. 

Rev. Edward E. Hale, D.D., moved that the Associa- 
tion should adjourn at twelve o'clock, to go to the Old 
South Meeting-house, to assist at the last crusade against 
Mohammed and his power, and against the Turk in general, 
as the head of Islamism, — perhaps the last opportunity 
of sending bread to the victims of the anti-crusade of the 
Crescent, which seems to be in the ascendant just now. 
Dr. Hale's motion was seconded, and unanimously adopted. . 

Mr. George W. Stone, Treasurer, presented his report 
in print, with the following remarks : — 

For several years past (since 1882) the expenditures have 
exceeded the income, such excesses varying in amount from 
^7,000 to $37,000. This year the receipts exceed the expendi- 
tures $6,034.20; or, to state the situation more clearly, our excess 
of receipts over expenditures enabled us to pay all our arrearages 
from past years except $3,110. From this we are entitled to 
deduct $1,300 for payments to the guarantee fund since our 
books for the year were closed. We are justified in doing this 
from the fact that this fund was subscribed for this very purpose ; 
namely, to cancel these arrearages. This leaves us only $1,810 
arrearages, which will disappear this year, undoubtedly, under 
the working of measures already in operation. Surely this is a 
matter for hearty congratulation. It should be understood that 
the new " Budget Plan " goes into operation this year, beginning 
May 1 ; and under its working it is believed that arrearages will 
not occur. 
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The estimated income is regarded as safe ; and it is not only 
hoped, but it is expected, that the churches will raise their con- 
tributions to a sum that will enable us to extend and increase our 
work, thus giving employment to the men who are waiting for 
the missionary work to be resumed with power and efficiency. 

The expenditures in the various departments during the past 
year have been as follows : — 

New England $13,893.98 

Middle States 7,122.80 

Western States 12,199.27 

Southern States 4,912.59 

Pacific Coast 6,333.33 

Foreign Missions 6,423.30 

Theological Education 567.08 

Denominational Literature 602.59 

Work among Colored People in the South . . . 1,016.00 

Expressage, Postage, Stationer^' . * 2,239.07 

Expenses at Building, 25 Beacon Street .... 3,187.02 

Salaries of Officers 9,500.00 

Salaries of Clerk and Stenographer 1,536.00 

Interest paid on Borrowed Money 654.72 

Ladies' Commission 86.99 



$70,274.74 

It will be noticed that merchandise or the book-room business 
is not included in the showing. The merchandise items in the 
audited report show merely how much has been expended for 
books during the year and how much has been received from the 
sale of books, no account being taken of the stock on hand ; there- 
fore no showing of profits is made. As a matter of fact, the 
profits on the sale of books this year is $1,847.12. There are 
other points in the report that it will be well to mention, so that 
incorrect impressions may not be made. A number of the be- 
quests that have been made specify the purposes to which the 
income from the fund should be devoted. In such cases, of course, 
no discretion is allowable except as to the manner of its appli- 
cation. In other cases the use of the term " expenses " is neces- 
sarily somewhat misleading. Very many items are included 
under the general term of *' expenses " that, if the book-keeping 
could be more elaborate, would go to some of the missionary or 
other accounts. It seems to be impracticable to alter very much 
at present the methods of our accounts ; but this ought to be said. 
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— that the work of the Association cannot be carried on effi- 
ciently with any further reduction of expenses, and it is also 
important to know that very much more work can be done 
with the present working force, with a very trifling addition to 
expenses. 

But the additional work demands additional resources; and 
the application of what ^ems to be good sense to the situation 
suggests that the next step that should be taken is to increase the 
income, and thus add to the volume of business to be transacted. 
To reduce the cost of present facilities would be to lose more 
than would be gained. The right thing to do is to increase the 
work. With the finances of the Association on .a sound and safe 
basis as they are to-day, with business rules in force in all the 
details of our work, with the " Budget Plan " to enable us to con- 
trol the expenditures and adjust them to income, every man who 
is looking for a place to put 'his money where it will help human- 
ity and do the greatest possible amount of good ought to feel that 
the place he is looking for is in our denominational treasury. 

It is not seemly to boast ; but if the paragraphs that are 
floating around in the newspapers to-day are trustworthy, the 
directors of this Association have accomplished an unusual feat 
during the past few years, — namely, while other denominational 
treasuries have been emptied and debts have been piled mountain 
high, we have steadily adjusted our expenditures to our income, 
and have no debt unprovided for at the close of the fiscal year. 

The report was unanimously adopted. 

The report of the Directors was read by the Secretary, 
Rev. George Batchelor. 

Rev. John P. Forbes, of Taunton, moved the adoption 
of the report in the following words : — 

I wish to catch the tone of the report as embodied in the 
closing paragraph, and make an appeal to you for loyalty to the 
principles for which we stand. Our American Unitarian Asso- 
ciation is our executive right arm. It is the organization to 
which we contribute our money in order that our principles may 
be maintained, our literature distributed, our message sent to the 
world. The missionary purpose is the most important purpose 
of our Association. Now, the question faces us to-day, Are 
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we giving to the Association the moral and financial support 
which it deserves, — the support which, when we consider the 
value of our principles and our financial resources, we ought to 
give ? I think that question must he answered in the negative. 
If we had a mighty, vital, living faith in our gospel and in the 
necessity for its work in the world, we should give more freely of 
what we have and of what we are. 

The Association stands for organization, — an orderly, consis- 
tent, coherent work. What is the reason, with a clear under- 
standing of its purpose and aims, we do not give to it that support 
which we ought to give ? The answer is summed up in a word : 
we lack faith in iour gospel. We do not believe with mind and 
heart that it is the living gospel of the living God. We are 
afraid of organization. We are afraid lest in some way, by some 
spontaneous movement, we shall be led to indorse something that 
by and by we shall find we do not believe ; that we shall be in 
some way unmindful of our rights as independent individuals in 
a religious movement. Now, this condition of things weakens 
our faith. Let it be the duty of any one man to call together a 
company of Unitarian ministers for a meeting, and perhaps five 
will stai't at his word, and fifty or sixty will come dragging along 
after. They are not to be easily led by any man. They propose 
to assert their rights, and come in late. I sometimes think that 
if the gates of the other world were to swing wide open to all 
Unitarian ministers, and word came that it was time to go in, only 
a few would start; the majority would continue to stand outside, 
and discuss questions of locality and climate, or one thing or 
another. 

Even texts of Scripture are used in strange ways to serve this 
feeling of independence. One of our loyal workers told me of a 
certain church over whose pulpit are the words, "Where the 
spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty," and said, " Some of the 
people of the congregation think that means liberty to do as you 
please." It has always been so in our body. But the moral, the 
intellectual, the religious life can no more subsist on liberty than 
the body can subsist on perfume. There must be liberty to do 
something, to get somewhere, to make some impression in the 
name of truth on the world. That is what liberty is for. 

Now, I ask if just the present time is not the best time we have 
ever had for determined action and organization for the things in 
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which we believe ? For many years we tried to find a statement 
to which we could all subscribe. We found that in our last 
Saratoga Conference; and you remember what enthusiasm it 
created, — how our hearts beat as one when that statement of love 
to God and love to man was made. Now, what have we done 
with that statement ? Have we used it in such a way as to make 
an impression on the world adequate to the opportunity which we 
have had ? I say, No, we have not. Why ? Because we have 
not had faith in our gospel. 

I want now to speak about one or two tendencies that seem to 
me wrong. 

There are men of culture and undoubted high purpose who 
make the deliberate statement that our Unitarian gospel is from 
the foundation of the world a gospel for the cultured few, — for 
the few who are able to appreciate it as a philosophy of religion. 
Now, I believe that statement to be not only false, but mischief- 
working. If I really believed that our whole movement stood 
simply for a philosophy of religion, instead of a living, vital 
gospel of love to God and love to man, 1 would resign from the 
ministry to-morrow. Undoubtedly we have a philosophy of reli- 
gion ; we must have that. Any movement that has vital power 
must have its philosophy ; but unless the philosophy of religion 
blossom out into a living message, it is of very little value to the 
world. The idea that our gospel is not a gospel for the whole 
world is something that has grown up out of our self-conceit. 
Have we not felt, a good many of us, — I admit some such feeling 
myself, — that the Methodists and Baptists and certain other 
denominations could deal pretty well with masses of men, but 
that we do have a fine, high, sweet, exclusive philosophy of things 
that it is quite safe to hold to ? Are n't we doing that worst of 
all things, really setting up an aristocracy in religion ? Are n't 
we saying to the world. We have nothing for you unless you are 
philosophers? But when men become philosophers they may 
choose some other way than ours. Unless we have coherence, 
central, vital power, we shall have no more strength to hold the 
philosopher than the boor. 

It is this idea that is discouraging. It is a dreadful thing not 
to have a living faith in the thing for which you are standing. 
Why not give up analyzing and philosophizing, and say we have 
a few practical truths, and go before the world and preach them. 
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face to face, mind to mind, and eye to eye? And if there be the 
truth of God in our message it will make its way. 

One thing more. There are too many who say that liberal 
Orthodoxy is doing our work for us, and we have nothing to do 
but to fall into a thoroughly respectable and conventional state 
of decay. Why, friends, if we have any truth, it is just as true 
to-day as ever it was ; and if liberal Orthodoxy has come into the 
field that we occupy, is that any reason why we should draw back ? 
There is all the more reason why we should go forward, and do 
the work, if possible, in a better way than liberal Orthodoxy can 
do it. Is there any reason why, because a great general is devel- 
oped in the life of a nation, the common soldier should sit down 
behind a tree and give over his duty ? It seems to me this is an 
excuse for not working, not a reason. 

The thing for us to do is to go back to our parishes with the 
determination that we will take all the means at hand and use 
them to the best advantage. I do not believe the American Uni- 
tarian Association is a perfect organization ; no doubt there is 
room for improvement in the administration of its affairs ; but it 
has done a great work during the past year in putting itself right 
before the world as a business organization, and we have reason 
to be proud of it. The thing for us to say to our executive right 
arm is : We know you cannot do your duty unless you are fed by 
the vital current that comes from the heart, and we pledge our 
interest, our contributions, and our ability to your support. Let 
us have enthusiasm to overcome obstacles, to do our work, and 
proclaim our message to a waiting world. 

Mr. President, I move the adoption of the report. 

The motion to adopt the report of the Directors was 
seconded by James O. Lyford, Esq., of Concord, N. H., 
who said : — 

The pith of the report is in the sentence that if we deserve 
to succeed we shall succeed. Some members of the Broadway 
Tabernacle in New York were discussing, the other day, the 
qualifications of some one they had called from Chicago to supply 
the pulpit, and an outsider asked what salary they would pay 
him. The reply was : " We will pay him what he earns. If he 
earns ten thousand dollars, we shall pay him that. If he earns 
twenty thousand dollars, we shall pay him that. There is no 
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limit except his capacity." That is a plain business way of deal- 
ing with, matters. It is one way of saying that in this life we get 
about what we deserve. It is true we are handicapped somewhat 
by our environment, and the full measure of our success is when 
we are able to overcome our surroundings and triumph in spite 
of them. 

A century or more ago it was no credit to a minister to have a 
good- sized congregation. The spiritual law and the statute law 
stepped in together, and forced people to go to church. Where 
the spiritual law failed, with its terrors of the hereafter, the officers 
of the statute law compelled speedy action. Then, again, men went 
to church because they had no other place to go, or because it was 
more entertaining at church than sitting at home alone and look- 
ing into the fireplace. To-day the minister is brought into com- 
petition with the brightest intellects of the literary profession. 
In the bustle and activity of our life the man of active affairs 
longs for Sunday, — for its quiet and its rest. He has his mis- 
cellaneous reading, his newspaper, his illustrated magazine, with 
the price brought within the reach of all ; he has his own library 
or a public library ; and a sermon must be pretty good, it must 
have something in it worth hearing, to draw him from his fireside. 

The minister is called upon to re-dress old truths ; and the 
measure of his success is his ability to interest his audience. 
The preaching must be adapted to the changed conditions of the 
times. 

But there is no novelty in Unitarian preaching. Other denomi- 
nations are competing with us in liberality of thought and action. 
The old creeds are merely heirlooms in the family. The other 
denominations are not living to-day on their ancestry. If the 
Methodists, the Baptists, the Episcopalians are getting success, 
it is because they deserve it. The Unitarians have won a great 
victory ; but they did not do it on smooth waters and under bright 
skies. Every denomination that succeeds does so because its 
individual members feel their share of responsibility. In the 
State of New Hampshire we have had royal political battles for 
thirty years. The voters are divided pretty evenly between the 
two parties, and there is only a margin of a few hundreds out of 
a total of eighty thousand ; yet one party has universally won. 
Why ? Because of its magnificent discipline, and because every 
individual member has felt that upon his exertions depended the 
victory to be won. 
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It is so with religious denominations. That denomination 
which reaches out, which spreads its gospel, is the denomination 
that impresses upon its followers that upon their individual effort 
depends success. 

The same avenues are open to all denominations at the present 
time. Other denominations are adapting their spiritual food to 
the palates of their followers ; and if we are to grow, we must 
come to the same plane with them. If churches are of any bene- 
fit, then the Unitarian Church ought to be of the greatest benefit 
of all. We claim that we have the truest interpretation of the 
Master's teaching. We claim that we come the nearest to his 
simple faith. He spread his gospel through his own work and 
that of his disciples ; but each had his own part to do. 

There is a large congregation of non-church-going people, — 
larger than all the church-going people combined. This is the 
field into which all the denominations are reaching to gather these 
people into their folds. The day is past, owing to the liberalism 
that has come to other denominations, when we can expect 
recruits from those denominations. We have got to come to the 
same plane with them, and reach out into this outside world, and 
there get our recruits ; and this is missionary work. This is the 
work of the American Unitarian Association, which deserves the 
support of every Unitarian. And while it is in need of your 
pecuniary assistance, it is much more in need of your zeal, — that 
zeal which in other denominations gives success. If we will pos- 
sess ourselves of this same zeal, the same courage of our convic- 
tions that the early Unitarians had when they were come-outers 
of other denominations ; if we will make the world believe that 
we stand for something, and not against something, — if we will 
do these things, we shall have no cause to complain ; we shall 
have no unsettled ministers ; we shall have plenty of means to 
build churches, and the ministers will get what they earn and the 
pews what they desire. 

I am glad to second the resolution to adopt the report. 

The report was then unanimouslj- adopted. 
Archibald M. Howe, Esq., presented the following reso- 
lution with reference to the bureau of pulpit supplies : — 

Whereas it is evident that the present method of supplying 
pulpits, of getting and giving information to clergymen and to 
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laymen seeking for ministers, is inadequate, and that a better 
equipped bureau of information should be maintained, 

Voted, That it is the sense of this meeting that the American 
Unitarian Association should have full control of all matters of 
pastoral supply, and should enter upon a carefully planned system '' 
of collecting and keeping information concerning ministers, relig- 
ious societies, and churches, with the assistance of the National 
Conference, 'and other conferences and its committees, as well as 
by such societies and churches. 

After some discussion, Rev. Charles G. Ames, D.D., 
presented the following substitute, which Mr. Howe 
accepted : — 

Resolved, That, while we believe there is need of an advisory 
bureau of information to mediate between parishes and ministers, 
we also believe that this function should be entirely separated 
from the administration of the American Unitarian Association. 

Laid on the table. 

Mr. Howe then offered the following motion, which was 
adopted : — 

Voted, That the method of nominating and electing officers of 
the American Unitarian Association employed last year which 
had been used since 1893 be adopted hereafter. 

Adopted. 

Adjourned at 12.10. 

AFTERNOON SESSION. 

The afternoon session was called to order at 2.30 by 
Mr. Wadlin. The committee appointed to distribute, col- 
lect, and count votes reported by Rev. Hilary Bygrave ; 
and the following persons were declared elected by the 
chair : — 

President, Hon. Carroll D. Wright, Washington, D.C. 
Vice-presidents : Hon. Joseph W. Symonds, LL.D., Port- 
land, Me. ; Mrs. Sarah E. Hooper, Boston, Mass. ; Hon. 
Dorman B. Eaton, New York, N.Y. ; Hon. Thomas J. 
Morris, Baltimore, Md. ; Hon. Daniel L. Shorey, Chicago, 
111. ; Hon. Horace Davis, San Francisco, Cal. Secretary, 
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Rev. George Batehelor, Cambridge, Mass. Assistant 
Secretary, George W. Fox, Boston, Mass. Treasurer, 
George W. Stone, Boston, Mass. Directors to serve till 
May, 1900: Rev. Howard N. Brown, Boston, Mass.; 
Archibald M. Howe, Cambridge, Mass. ; Rev. Austin S. 
Garver, Worcester, Mass. ; Rev. Samuel A. Eliot, Brook- 
lyn, N.Y. ; Mrs. Charles T. Catlin, Brooklyn, N.Y. ; 
Francis Cutting, San Francisco, Cal. 

By vote the President was empowered to appoint an 
Auditing Committee for the coming year. 

A paper on ** Signs of Progress in Japan," was read 
bj^ Rev. Clay MacCauley of Tokyo, Japan. At the close 
of his paper the following resolution was offered by Dr. 
Charles G. Ames : — 

Resolved^ That we have heard with deep interest and gratitude 
the report made by Rev. Clay MacCauley of the methods and 
results of the Unitarian Mission in Japan, and that we recom- 
mend that our board of directors not only continue the present 
small appropriation, but make such provision as may yet be 
found practicable for the extension of a work so full of promise. 

Dr. Ames. — I have watched with interest our work in that 
farthest East which is the newest West. I am glad to find that 
my impressions in regard to it have been so abundantly justified. 
I believe that that rising empire, that young land, is to find its 
way out from the old barbarism and superstition over the bridge 
made by our mission quite as much as by any opening that Provi- 
dence has provided. I think we should do less than onr duty if 
we did not continue the present appropriation, and provide fur- 
ther enlargement, when possible. 

The resolution was unanimously adopted. 
An address on ''Home Missions" was made by Rev. 
Samuel M. Crothers. 
Adjourned at 4.45 p.m. 
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TUESDAY EVENING. 

The evening session was also held in Tremont Temple. 
It consisted of a full religious service conducted by Rev. 
Edward E. Hale, D.D. The following was the order : 
Organ improvisation, B. J. Lang, organist ; hymn, Samuel 
Longfellow, — tune, "All Saints"; invocation; anthem, 
" Watchman, What of the Night?" Sir Arthur Sullivan ; 
responsive reading, Psalms xxiii. and xxiv. ; anthem, 
"Therefore the Redeemed" (Parker); reading of the 
Scriptures, Romans viii. ; praj-er; sermon, "The Church 
of the Living God," by Rev. Robert Collyer; haiTcst 
anthem (Dr. Stainer) ; benediction, Mr. Collyer. 
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REPORT OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS. 



To the Memliers ofilie American Unitarian Association: — 

During the past year your directors have, under 
somewhat embarrassing conditions, given constant and 
careful attention to the tasks which you have assigned 
to them. In making our report, we call your attention 
first of all to the business aspects of our work and the 
manner in which we have dealt with them. 

Our first difficulty has been the necessity of not spend- 
ing money which we did not have. This necessity taken 
by itself would have given us no anxiety had it not been 
for obligations already incurred and the high-pitched 
expectations of our constituency. The rate of expendi- 
ture had been fixed for us at a time when, throughout the 
country, money was easily made and generously spent, 
and when, also, annual drafts were made upon funds of 
the Association which are no longer available. While 
some of you have encouraged us in our reduction of 
expenditure, and a few have urged us to still more 
severe economies, the majority of ouj; constituents, in all 
parts of the country have brought constant pressure upon 
us to spend money without regard to our annual re- 
sources, because so much work lies in sight undone, 
and because so many promising enterprises have been 
crushed or crippled by the commercial disasters of the 
last four years. The work is great and the motives are 
inspiring, but the free action so exhilarating to a cheer- 
ful worker has been impossible. It has been difficult to 
keep the sober pace required by necessity; to save the 
old beginnings, without losing the new possibilities; 
to look backward enough for safety, and forward enough 
for inspiration. In our American fashion we speak 
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somewhat lightly of the "playing out of booms " and 
the "bursting of financial bubbles." Now booms are 
only enthusiastic expectations lived up to, and bubbles 
are as light as air. But when financial bubbles burst 
they destroy as if they were charged with dynamite, and 
the "tail-end of a boom" often leaves a trail as desolate 
as the track of a tornado. The whole country has passed 
through a period of financial tribulation. Every interest 
has suffered, and our work has been made more diflScult by 
the double necessity imposed upon us of reducing our ex- 
penditure and increasing our helpfulness at the same time. 

The bequests made to the Association during the year 
have been as follows : — from Mrs. Eliza S. Nevins, 
Boston, Mass., $2,500; from Winthrop Faulkner, 
Grafton, Mass., $1,815.43; from Miss Jeanie Pomeroy, 
Stockbridge, Mass., $1,000; from Mrs. Sarah Stout, 
Plainfield, N. J., $1,000; from Nathan M. Wright, 
Lowell, Mass., $1,000; from Mrs. Maria Cutler, Boston, 
Mass., $511.53; from Miss Caroline Wood, Boston, 
Mass., $250. 

The differences between annual expenditure and annual 
income brought forward in our accounts from previous 
years have now been provided for by the Finance Com- 
mittee, so that to-day the only obligation of any kind 
for the past is $1,780. 

The estimated expenditure of all kinds for the coming 
year is inside of $67,000, which is less than the income 
of last year. Your directors, through their various com- 
mittees and as a whole, have agreed to a limit of 
expenditure in each department corresponding to this 
fixed sum. They have also agreed that in no case shall 
the limit be exceeded unless later in the year there shall 
be a marked increase in the income to warrant it. We 
have assisted some ancient churches that had been 
weakened by no fault of their own. We have helped 
newer enterprises on the way to self-support. We have 
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encouraged a few movements which were too hopeful to 
be suppressed, and now the demand comes from every 
department for increased activity. We are ready to go 
forward just so fast and so far as our constituents desire, 
and will justify by their contributions. 

We hear frequently the complaint that the Association 
is too much a Northern institution or an Eastern insti- 
tution. We answer that we are doing our best to 
change the centre of gravity by increasing the number 
of churches in other parts of the country. We should be 
very glad to see it transferred to New York, and still 
more glad when the majority of our churches shall be 
west of Chicago. 

The Southern Conference complains of the lack of 
representation on our board of directors. The complaint 
is just, and next year there should be a re-adjustment. 
In the West, the clouds have rolled away, and through- 
out the country we can report a unanimity of thought 
and feeling* concerning the purposes for which we work, 
and the means which it is desirable to use, which is 
altogether unprecedented in our history. 

New houses of worship have, during the past year, been 
built and dedicated at San Diego, Cal., at a cost of $3,000, 
with a debt to the Loan Fund of $2,500 ; at Santa Ana, 
Cal., at a cost of $3,000, without debt; at Ontario, Cal., 
at a cost of $3,500, with a debt to the Loan Fund of 
$1,500 ; at Redlands, Cal. (refitted from an old one), at a 
cost of $2,150; at Waverly, Mass., at a cost of $5,800, 
with a debt to the Loan Fund of $2,000 ; at Passaic, N. J., 
at a cost of $8,312, with a debt to the Loan Fund of 
$4,000; at Hudson, Wis., at a cost of $3,550, with a 
debt to the Loan Fund of $800. In all these cases 
3'ou will observe that the annual instalment due the 
Loan Fund, without interest, will not exceed the i*ent of 
a hall. 

Ten of the beginnings, which we have accounted to be 
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for the present hopeless, were last January dropped from 
our list of churches. Fourteen, which seemed to have 
breathed into them the breath of life, we have added. The 
new names are Brookline, Mass. (Second Unitarian So- 
ciety), Gouverneur, N. Y., Hanska, Minn., Ida Grove, la., 
Lemoore, Cal., Manchester, Mass. (summer), Newton 
Highlands, Mass., New Ulm, Minn., Ridgewood, N. J., 
Rockville, Conn., St. Anthony Park, Minn., Union Springs, 
N. Y., Visalia, Cal., and Westerly, R. I. 

We have Unitarian Book-Rooms and Headquarters at 
San Francisco, Chicago, New York, Philadelphia, and 
Boston. The Boston Headquarters are maintained by the 
income of invested funds ; $250 (one-fourth the cost) is 
given to the Headquarters in San Francisco; and $300 
have been put at the disposal of the secretary, to be used, 
if necessar}', in co-operation with the Western Conference 
to establish a Book-Room in Chicago. 

The Church Building Loan Fund continues its good 
work. Mistakes have been made, hopes have been ex- 
cited which could not be realized, churches have some- 
times been tempted to undertake more than thej' could 
perform, and distress has sometimes followed the incurring 
of too great obligations. But now, taught by experience, 
the trustees are more careful to reduce the expectations of 
borrowers to the limit of their probable ability to repay. 
Used in this way the Fund is an undoubted blessing. 
There are several of the older churches which are heavily 
burdened with debt, and whi^h would gladly avail them- 
selves of the aid of the Loan Fund. By the rules under 
which the trustees act all loans are limited to $5,000. 
The Fund was given for church-building purposes, and 
cannot be used for other objects without a total change in 
the rules under which the trustees act. If the advantage 
of a large loan without interest were given to one church 
it should be given to all churches with similar burdens. 
The Fund is not large enough to make this possible. It 
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now amounts to about $140,000, mostlj' invested in church 
buildings throughout the United States. 

Within ten miles from the State House in Boston we 
have now fiftj'-nine churches. During the past ten years 
we have added but four to the number. In the next ten 
3'ears that number should be increased by forty. This 
increase would furnish to our own people, who are con- 
stantly moving awa}^ from the centres of business, accom- 
modations which are necessary. Not only would our 
migrating Unitarian population be furnished with the 
spiritual privileges to which they have been accustomed, 
but what is of vastlj^ more importance, their children 
would be protected from the energetic propagandism of 
other churches, or saved from the indifference and spirit- 
ual apathy which often come with social isolation and 
religious disfranchisement. The potent argument against 
Unitarianism met by your oflScers in all parts of the coun- 
tr3' is that favorite assertion made by revivalists and 
others that " Unitarianism is dying in Boston." Nothing 
would give such an impulse to our missionary work 
throughout the country as a warning uttered by the same 
men to the effect that "Unitarianism is growing in 
Boston." That which is true of Boston is true also of 
other great cities. 

Our relations with the Unitarian churches of Hungary 
are very cordial. All Americans who visit these churches 
return with an enthusiastic admiration for our brave and 
devoted brethren who, under the Catholic government of 
the Austro-Hungarian empire, still maintain their liberties, 
and vastly out of proportion to their scant}' numbers fur- 
nish the leaders in all movements of political and social 
progress. Acting with the British and Foreign Unitarian 
Association we have appropriated $300 to the church in 
Budapest. 

Our mission in Japan continues. The Rev. Clay 
MacCauley, our representative there, last Friday met 
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your directors, and after a full consideration of the matter 
they voted to authorize the committee on Foreign Mis- 
sions to appropriate $2,250 additional for the current 
fiscal 3'ear. This continues the appropriation to the first 
of May, 1898. Meanwhile the Committee on Foreign 
Missions is instructed to consider the subject and report 
recommendations to be considered at a future meeting. 
Mr. MacCanley, the superintendent of the Mission, will 
this afternoon present its claims, and show the kind of 
work it has been doing in Japan. 

The " Christian Register" has been partially endowed 
and plans are making to improve its quality and enlarge 
its circulation. The " Pacific Unitarian,'^ the "Old and 
New," and the "Unitarian," with several minor periodi- 
cals, are doing effective work. The "New World," a 
magazine established by aid of our Association but unsec- 
tarian in its administration^ fitly represents our highest 
thought. It is exceedingly desirable that our periodical 
literature shall have ample support. Necessarily^ because 
we are few in number, the great world pays little attention 
to what we say, but our own people are amply able to give 
these journals generous support and greatly assist thereby 
in all the work we do. 

The permanence of the Unitarian Church, its enlarge- 
ment, and the increase of its influence, depend first of 
all upon the number and quality of the men and women 
admitted to its ministry. We have three principal 
sources of supply, — the divinity schools at Cambridge 
and Meadville, and the ministry of other churches intro- 
duced by the Fellowship Committee. A careful investi- 
gation has been made by your officers to learn what 
number is furnished to our ministry by each of these 
agencies. The figures report themselves after this 
fashion: The total number of ministers in the Year- 
Book is five hundred and twenty-nine. Of these, on 
January 1st, three hundred and seventy-eight were settled, 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



22 SEVENTY-SECOND ANNIVERSARY OF THE 

and one hundred and fifty-one were not settled. Of the 
unsettled ministers, sixty-six had retired from active 
life; sixty-five were engaged in various occupations as 
professors, teachers, lawyers, and in business of various 
kinds, leaving twenty who were still candidates. 

Of these five hundred and twenty-nine ministers, one 
hundred and thirty-three were from Meadville, and thirty- 
three of them were unsettled; one hundred and fifty- 
seven were from Cambridge, and fifty-three of them were 
unsettled ; two hundred and thirty-nine came from other 
sources of supply, and of them'sixtyrfive were unsettled. 
In this case " the other sources of supply " includes all 
those who took partial courses at Cambridge and Mead- 
ville, and became candidates without graduation. 

During the last ten years the Fellowship Committee 
appointed by the National Conference has been author- 
ized to examine the credentials of ministers who come to 
us from "the other sources of supply." During these 
ten years we find that from Meadville, Cambridge, and 
the Fellowship Committee, about two hundred and eighty- 
two men and women, an average of about twenty-eight 
a year, have been candidates for Unitarian pulpits. Of 
this numl^er, one hundred and two have never been 
settled. Their names, therefore, do not appear in the 
Year-Book. 

Classifying these two hundred and eighty-two candi- 
dates, we find that one hundred and ten have come 
through the Fellowship Committee, eighty-eight from 
Meadville, and eighty-four from Cambridge. 

Of the one hundred and ten received through the Fel- 
lowship Committee during the last ten years, forty-seven 
are now settled in Unitarian parishes, fourteen who have 
been settled are now candidates, forty-nine have never 
been settled. 

Of the eighty-eight coming from Meadville in ten 
years, forty-one are now settled, thirteen who have been 
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settled are now candidates, and thirty. three were never 
settled or have fallen out of our ministry. 

Of the eighty-four received from Cambridge in ten 
years, sixty-one are now settled; three who have been 
settled are now candidates, and twenty have never been 
settled or have fallen out of our ministry. 

Of the eight^'-eight from Meadville, sixty-five were 
graduated and twenty-three became candidates without 
graduation. Of the eight3^-four from Cambridge, thirt3'- 
three were graduated, twenty-five were resident graduates, 
of whom fourteen had already graduated at Meadville, 
thirteen were special students, and thirteen were regular 
students not graduated. 

To recapitulate, we have three hundred and seventy- 
eight settled ministers, of whom Cambridge furnished one 
hundred and four, Meadville one hundred, the Fellowship 
Committee and other agencies one hundred and seventy- - 
four. We have had in ten years two hundred and eighty- 
two new candidates for settlement in our churches, of 
whom one hundred and two have not been settled. 

To get a bird's-eye view of our ministry and the sourcesr 
upon which we depend, a convenient locality to be studied 
is bounded by the ten-mile limit from the State House in 
Boston. In this district there are fiftj'-nine Unitarian 
churches. Of the ministers of these churches fifteen grad- 
uated at Meadville, sixteen at Cambridge, five came by 
recommendation of the Fellowship Committee, and twenty- 
three from other sources. Of these twenty-three, some, 
no doubt, took partial courses at Cambridge and Mead- 
ville, and some came from other denominations before the 
Fellowship Committee was organized. Three of them were 
graduates of Harvard College. Of the sixteen graduated 
from Cambridge Divinity School, five were also graduates 
of Harvard College. 

These figures seem to indicate an astonishing amount of 
misdirected eflbrt and unrecorded misery which ought to 
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be preventable. Some of these one hundred new candi- 
dates, to sa}^ nothing of candidates already- admitted to 
the ministrj', might be employed with profit to all con- 
cerned if we had the means to sustain them in missionary 
work. But, aside from this, there is evidently a difference 
between the standards of the parishes and the standards of 
the candidates. Who are right, — the candidates, or the 
parishes ? This is a subject for the careful consideration of 
the faculties of our divinity schools, the Fellowship Com- 
mittee, and the parishes. Your directors do not feel 
called upon to answer these questions, bat they lead up to 
other questions which involve our most vital interests. 

We know that many intelligent persons regard the 
Church with indifference. We know that man}^ Unitarian 
parents would not advise their children to become minis- 
ters. But we are also certain that the decline of the 
Church and the extinction of the ministry would be the 
sign, if not the cause, of moral calamities which no 
patriot would willingly contemplate. Let us admit the 
most serious charges that can be made against modern 
society and the Church. Let us admit that irreligion is 
prevalent Let us admit that in many congregations the 
ideals are worldly', selfish and trivial. Let us admit that 
what is called success in the ministry is often more showy 
than substantial. Let us admit that the parishes often 
encourage mere glibness of speech and tricks of rhetoric ; 
that they often neglect men who are wise and good, and 
honor those who are shallow and selfish. What then ? 

Taking the most pessimistic view possible we still have 
to say that men and women are called to the ministry in 
order to raise the standard of modern society and the 
Church. It is their business to disclose the loftier ideal 
and to make the Church worthy of its high calling. We 
have need of preachers of the living word, and shepherds 
of the people who recognize the obstacles which lie before 
them and are able to surmount them, men with a mes- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



AMERICAN UNITARIAN ASSOCIATION. 25 

sage which has canning power. The message makes the 
man. Let our parishes recognize this fact. Let them set 
a high ideal above all worldly considerations, and it will 
not be long before religion will, after a new fashion, press 
into its service both the genius of the unlearned saint and 
the trained ability of the scholar. Let the word go out to 
our Unitarian families in which are youth looking for a 
high career ; let it be proclaimed in our colleges and uni- 
versities that we have five hundred religious societies organ- 
ized for the common good, with a lofty and unselfish ideal, 
and then, as flowers follow the sun, so will magnanimous 
souls be drawn into the ministry of religion. Any group 
of five hundred religious societies so working will hold 
the keys of the future. Reduced to its simplest terms, 
the task of the American Unitarian Association is to get 
enough of the right kind of ministers into the right kind 
of churches, organized in the right way for service. 

Our financial condition is better than that of any other 
missionary society in the country of which we have 
knowledge. While other societies report large deficits 
and burdensome debts, we are happily free from both. 
The only obstacles which are formidable lie within our 
own minds and not in the diflSculties before us. We have 
light, libert}^, and opportunity. If in proportion to these 
we have intelligence to use our opportunity^ religious en- 
thusiasm to match our liberty, and religion enough to 
make our light shine, our spiritual fortunes will be secure. 
If we deserve to succeed we shall succeed. If we are 
faithful to the noble traditions which have made our leaders 
illustrious, and to the principles which we profess, we shall 
deserve and receive the recognition, the fellowship and co- 
operation, of those who are doing God service by serving 
their fellow men. 

For the Directors, 

George Batchelor, 

Secretary, 
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CHURCH BUILDING LOAN FUND. 

TWELFTH ANNUAL REPORT. 

During the year loans amounting to $19,040 have been 
gi'anted to nine societies. 

The receipts and payments have been as follows : — 

Received, repayment of loans $10,850.00 

" gifts 55.00 

" interest 824.46 

$11,729.46 

On hand May 1, 1896 41,747.36 

Total $53,476.82 

Paid, loans to churches .... $19,360.00 

'' expenses 64.42 

19,424.42 

On hand April 30, 1897 $34,052.40 

The fund now amounts to $140,841 .65 

The subjoined table shows the loans made since the estab- 
lishment of the Fund ($191,100.00), the amount repaid 
($84,310.75), and the present condition of the loans. The 
average amount loaned has been $2,450. 

For the Directors, 

Charles P. Ware, Secretary. 
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Brockton, Mass. . . . 
Sioux City, Iowa . . . 
Minneapolis, Minn . . 
Des Moines, Iowa . . . 
Turner's Falls, Mass. . 

Topeka, Kan 

Maiden, Mass. . . . . 
St. Joseph, Mo. . . . 
Sandwich, Mass. . . . 

Midland, Mich 

Beachmont, Mass. . . 
Littleton. N. H. . . . 
Presque Isle, Me. . . . 

Greeley, Col 

Wolfeboro' N. H. . . . 

Gardner, Mass 

Sioux Falls, Dak. . . . 
Tacoma, Wash. . . . 
Whitman Mass. . . . 
Spokane, Wash. . . . 
Rockland, Mass. . . . 
Winthrop, Mass. . . . 

Beatrice, Neb 

East Weymouth, Mass. 

Seattle, Wash 

Winona, Minn. , . . . 
Houlton, Me. . . . , 
Underwood, Minn. . . 
Pittsfleld, Mass. . . . 

Harlem, N.Y 

Decorah, Iowa. . . . 
San Diego, Cal. . . . 

Moline,llf. 

Chattanooga, Tenn. . . 
St. Joseph, Mo. . . . 
Grand Rapids, Mich. . 
Middleboro', Mass. . . 
St. Cloud, Minn. . . . 

Salem, Ore 

Olympia, Wash. . . . 
Pepperell, Mass. . . . 
Hamilton. Ont. . . . 

Omaha, Keb 

Millbuiy, Mass. . . . 
Holyoke, Mass. . . . 
Puyallup, Wash. . . . 
Santa Barbara, Cal. . . 
Randolph, Mass. . . . 
NeillsTille. Wis. . . . 

La Porte, Ind 

Colorado Springs, Col. . 
Rutherford, N. J. . . . 

Fargo, N. Dak 

Toledo, Ohio 

Oklahoma, Okl. . . . 

Duluth, Minn 

Alameda, Cal 

Orange. N. J 

Pepperell, Mass. . . . 
Pomona, Cal 

r — " — . . . . 
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Date OF Loan. 



Feb. 

June 

Oct. 

June 

Oct. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

April 

June 

July 

July 

Aug. 

Oct. 

Oct. 

June 

Aug. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

June 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Jan. 

June 

Aug. 

Feb. 

Feb. 

Feb. 

Aug. 

Oct. 

Oct. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

April 

April 

April 

April 

Aug. 

Sept 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Feb. 

Feb. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

April 

June 

Oct. 

Jan. 

May 

May 

July 

Jan. 

Dec. 

Mar. 

May 

June 

July 

Nov. 

Oct. 

Mar. 

April 

May 

July 

Aug. 

Mar. 

May 

May 

May 

July 

June 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Dec. 

Feb. 

Feb. 



4,1885 
10,1885 
20,1887 
22,1885 
1,1885 
1,1886 
2,1885 
1,1886 
1,1886 
1,1886 
20,1886 
1,1886 
22,1886 
27,1886 
29,1887 
10.1887 
3,1887 
7,1887 
7,1887 
12,1888 
1,1888 
5,1888 
1,1889 
5,1889 
12,1889 
20, 1890 
25,1890 
1,18.90 
30,1890 

18. 1890 
13,1890 
10, 1890 

8,1890 
12,1890 
3, 1891 
4, 189] 
8,1891 
25, 189) 

24. 1891 
30. 189] 

19. 1891 
2, 
8, 189L 

24,1892 
1,1892 
27,1892 
16,1892 

28. 1892 
30, 1892 

31. 1892 

23. 1893 
25,1893 
23, 1893 

5,1893 
2,1894 

26. 1893 
1,1894 
1,1894 

12. 1894 
27, 1894 
13, 1894 

29. 1894 
1, 1895 
1,1995 

24. 1895 

20. 1895 

1. 1895 
25,1896 

9. 1896 
1.1896 

28. 1896 
1.1896 

22,1896 
25,1896 

15. 1896 
14,1896 

1,1897 

24. 1897 



Am't. Y'es. Rkp'd. 



m 
m 
m 
m 
m 
m 

900 
900 

m 

300 
300 
500 
300 
100 
}00 

m 

300 
300 

m 

300 
)00 
300 

m 
m 
m 
m 

300 
250 

m 

KM) 

m 
m 

300 

m 
m 

300 

m 
m 

300 
300 

m 
m 
m 
m 

900 
300 

m 

900 

300 

900 

900 

900 

900 

900 

SOO 

500 

2,000 

5,000 

500 

2,500 

1,000 

2,000 

800 

3,000 

4,000 

500 

2,000 

600 

1,300 

150 

800 

4,700 

1,500 

2,500 

4,000 

1,500 

900 

2,000 



$5,000 

1,000 

1,500 

220 

2,500 

1,800 

3,000 

2,560 

900 

900 

1,375 

1,500 

1,500 

2,400 

1700 

1,800 

500 

1,500 

1.600 

1,615 

2,400 

1,500 

1,100 

1,400 

1.260 

1.200 

1,750 

250 

2.00O 

1,400 

600 

5.000 

1.200 

6i)0 

380 

1,350 

1,800 

1,960 

725 

350 

600 

1.000 

1.200 

500 

2,600 

*i\H 

1.800 

um 

260 
400 

1,400 
900 
800 

1,200 
102 
500 
600 

1,600 
200 
500 
200 
200 
600 
900 
400 
120 
200 
60 
50 

100 
250 



Bal. 



$3,500 
1,780 

600 

1,440 

600 
125 



600 

200 

2.C0O 

400 
885 
600 



540 
800 
750 

3,000 

12,600 

400 

1,300 
2.310 
1.620 
1.150 
1.200 
2.050 

3.150 

1.000 
4,800 

400 
1.500 
•1.006 
1.500 
2.400 
1,040 

600 
2.600 
2.100 
2.10(» 
2.800 

498 

1.400 
3,600 

800 
2.000 

800 
1.800 

2.100 
3,600 

880 
1,800 

540 
1,250 

150 

800 
4,600 
1.500 
2,250 
4,000 
1,500 

900 
2,000 



♦ The exact flgores are $493.75 and $1,006.25. 
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EXTRACT FROM SCHEDULE OF INVESTMENTS. 

General Fond S48,121.66 

Hayward Fond 23,0po.00 

Perkins Fund 10,210.00 

Kendall Fund 2,666.37 

King Fund 10,000.00 

Penhallow Fund 6,187.50 

C. T. Thayer Fund 6,000.00 

Whipple Fund 8,965.77 

Faulkner Fund 5,000.00 

Hazeltine Fund 5,000.00 

Lienow Trust Fund 5,206.90 

Publication Fund 1,200.00 

Smith Education Fund 4,284.77 

Bigelow Fund 2,560.00 

ConantFund 5,000.00 

William H. Fogg Memorial Fund 19,028.76 

Thomas Fund 2,547.16 

Frotbingham Fund, No. 1 6,000.00 

Frothingham Fund, No. 2 20,000.00 

IngersoU Fund 1,000.00 

Isaac Sweetser Fund 47,000.00 

Grindall Reynolds Fund 2,297.00 

Buckminster Brown Fund 5,000.00 

Whitney Fund 25,000,00 

Sawyer Fund 2,000.00 

Temporary Investments 35,602.40 



Boston, May 20, 1897. — The undersigned, a committee appointed to 
audit the Annual Statement of the Treasurer of the American Unitarian 
Association for the year ending April 30, 1897, have attended to that duty, 
and report that it is correctly cast and properly vouched ; and that the 
cash balance in his hands on that day was 91,920.88 ; that the invested 
funds held by him on account of the Association are, the General Fund, 
amounting to $48,121.56; Hayward Fund, $23,000.00; Perkins Fund, 
$10,210.00; Kendall Fund, $2,666.37; King Fund, $10,000.00; Penhallow 
Fund, 85,187.50; 0. T. Thayer Fund, $5,000.00; Whipple Fund, $8,955.77; 
Faulkner Fund, $5,000.00; Hazeltine Fund, $5,000.00; Lienow Trust Fund, 
$5,205.90; Publication Fund, $1,200.00; Smith Education Fund, $4,284.77; 
Bigelow Fund, $2,550.00; Conant Fund, $5,000.00; William H. Fogg Me- 
morial Fund, $19,028.76; Thomas Fund, $2,647.15; Frotbingham Fund, 
No. 1, $6,000.00 ; Frotbingham Fund, No. 2, $20,000.00; IngersoU Fund, 
$1,000.00; Isaac Sweetser Fund, $47,000.00; Grindall Reynolds Fund, 
$2,297.00; Buckminster Brown Fund, $5,000.00; Whitney Fund, $25,000.00; 
Sawyer Fund, $2,000.00; and a Temporary Investment of $450.00 belonging 
to Bigelow Fund, $1,000.00 to Special Fund, and $34,062.40 to Church 
Building Loan Fund; for all of which satisfactory securities have been 
exhibited to us, according to the annexed schedule. 

FRANCIS H. LINCOLN. 
CHARLES H. PORTER. 
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INCOME AND EXPENDITURES FOR THE YEAR. 



Donations: 

Societies $44,824.28 

Individuals 9,935.70 

Women's Alliances, Sunday Schools, Guilds, &c. . 726 09 

»56,486.07 

General Fund (bequests without conditions) 8,076.96 

Ladies* Commission 76.55 

Interest, from bank deposits 84.84 

Income of General Fund 1,917.17 

„ „ other Funds 10,364.35 

Receipts for preaching: 

Secretary . . ^ 9203 00 

Treasurer 100.00 

303.00 

$76,308.91 

Missionary purposes and salaries of Superintendents in the United 

States and Canada $44,431.97 

Japan Mission 6,123.30 

Assistance to theological students 567.08 

Denominational literature 602.69 

Work among the colored people in the South (income of Frothing- 

ham Fund, No. 2) 1,016.00 

Society in Budapest, Hungary 300 00 

Expenses of Ladies' Commission 86 99 

Salary of Secretary $3,500.00 

Salary of Assistant Secretary 2,600.00 

Salary of Treasurer 3,500.00 

9,500.00 

Clerk and Stenographer $1,536.00 

Expenses of Building, 26 Beacon Street (including wages 

of Janitor, Engineer, and boy) 3,187.02 

Ezpressage, postage, printing, stationery, &c 2,239.07 

6.962.09 

Interest on borrowed money 600.89 

Accrued interest, &c 53.83 

870,244.74 
Excess of reoeipts oyer expenditures 6,064.20 

$76,308.94 



Note. — The value of books and tracts given away during the year was 
$2,801.36. The profit on books sold was $1,847.12. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



34 



SEVENTY-SECOND AKNIVERSABY OF THE 



PBOPEBTY OF THE ASSOCIATION. 

GaBh 91,920.88 

Special deposit in bank 1,450.00 

Temporarily invested 8,600.00 

Deposits in savinffs banks 335.09 

Unitarian Boilding 200,000.00 

Gliarch at Wilmington, Del 16,786.29 

,. „ Windsor, Vt 3,000.00 

Land in Atlanta, Ga 7,000.00 

„ „ Chattanooga, Tenn. 6,700.00 

„ „ Kansas 800.00 

Mortgage on church 2,600.00 

Mortgages on other property . 95,460.00 

Railroad and city bonds 80,441.80 

„ „ bank stocks 67.198.06 

Massachusetts Hospital Life Insorance Company 10,744.16 

Value of stereotype plates, books, and tracts, on hand 9,784.36 

Notes receivable 2,000.00 

Book accounts due us 1,843.92 



I9eto. 

Borrowed firom Church Building Loan Fund .... 95,000.00 
Book accounts 321.27 



8500,44966 



6,321.27 



9495,128.28 
FUNDS HELD IN TBUST. 

Lienow Trust Fund ,^ 86,206.90 

Smith Education Fund 4,284.77 



INVESTMENTS. 



$9,490.67 



The General Fund and other Funds, including those held in trust, are inyested, 
besides the amounts mentioned abore as covered by land in Atlanta, Chatta- 
no<^a, etc. (and paying income), by mortgages ($96,460.00), annuities in trust of 
Massachusetts Hospital Life Insurance Company, notes receiyable, and depos- 
its in banks, as follows : — 



NAMB OP SIOXTIUXT 



HAKXBT 
TALUS 



$25,000 
16,500 
10,000 
9,000 
6,000 
5,000 
6,000 
8,000 
2,000 
1.000 

158 shTd 



18 *• 

18 " 

17 " 

10 ** 

45 " 

26 " 

25 " 

25 •• 

23 " 

15 " 

10 " 



Ottumwa, Cedar Falls, & St. Paul R.R. bonds . . 
Chicago, Burlington, k (^uincy R.B. bonds . . . 

Fitchburg K R. bonds 

Atchison, Topeka, k Santa F^ R. R. bonds . . . 
Chicago, BurlingtoD, & Northern R.R. bonds . . 
Chicago J anctioD R R. & Union Stock Yard bonds 

City of Keene, N H . bonds 

Chicago & West Michigan R.R. bonds 

Republican Valley R.R. bonds 

Kansas City, Fort Scott, & Memphis R.R. bonds . 

lioston & Albany R.R. stock 

Chicago, Burlington, & Qaincy R.R. stock . . . 
Atchison, Topelca, & Sunta ¥6 R. R. stock . . . 

Vermont & Massachusetts R.R. stock 

Northern R.R., N. H. stock 

Fitchburg RR. stock 

New York, Lackawanna, & Western R.R. stock 

Old Colony R.R. stock 

Second National Bank, Boston 

Third National Bank, Boston . . 

Atlantic National Bank, Boston 

National Bank of Commerce, Providence . . . . 

Merchants' National Bank, Boston 

First National Bank, Worcester 

Tremont National Bank, Boston 

Grafton National Bank, Grafton 

National Union Bank, Boston 



$25,087.50 
16,829.80 
10,045.00 
6,440.00 
6,130.00 
5,300.00 
5,187.50 
2,880.00 
2,077.50 
1,015.00 
21,059.13 
4,479.50 
1,669.43 
3,150.00 
2,811.00 
1,530.00 
1,870.00 
1,800.00 
8,861.00 
2,681.25 
3,300.25 
1.860.00 
3,628.25 
2,926.00 
1,042.60 
750.00 
544.00 



$26,875 

16,500 

10,100 

6.120 

6,270 

5,450 

5,125 

1,500 

2,120 

800 

83,812 

2,847 

660 

8,750 

3,006 

1,665 

2,125 

1,785 

7,920 

2,260 

2,700 

1,000 

8,708 

2,626 

795 

760 

608 



$142,793.11 



$152,761 
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N OBJECTS OF FUNDS. 

The General Fand is unrestricted, both as to principal and income. Of all 
other fands the income only can be used. The income of the Penhallow, G. T, 
Thayer, Faulkner, Hazeltine, Gonant, William H. Fogg, Frothingham, No. 1, 
Ingersoll, Isaac Sweetser. Grlndall Reynolds, Whitney, and Sawyer Funds, is 
for general purposes; of tne Hay ward Fund, for foreign missions; Perkins, for 
aiding theological students; Kendall. New Kngland societies; King, preachers 
of New England and Western societies; Whipple, small societies In any part 
of the country; Publication and Thomas, for publishing books, etc. ; Bigelow. 
for support of Liberal Christianity in Natick, Mass. ; Frothingham. No. 2, for 
education of the colored people; Buckminster Brown, for aiding feeble societies 
and distributing bojks. The income of the lienow Trust Fund is paid to the 
Benevolent Fraternity of Churches, Boston, Mass. ; and the Smith Education 
Fund is for the education of young men when its principal shall reach the 
sum of 920,000. 



Dr. 



TRIAL BALANCE, APRIL 30, 1897. 



Cr. 



Gash $1,920.88 

Merchandise 9,784.36 

Unitarian Building Estate 200,000.00 



Inrestment Qeneral Fund 

Inrestment Hay ward Fund 

Investment Perkins Fund . 

Investment Kendall Fund . 

Inyestment Kine Fund . . 

Inyestment Penhallow Fund 

Investment G. T. Thayer 
Fund 

Investment Whipple Fund 

Investment Fd,ulkner Fund 

Investment Hazeltine Fund 

Investment Lienow Trust 
Fund 

Investment Publication Fund 

Investment Bigeiow Fund 

Investment Smith Educa- 
tion Fund 4,284.77 

Investment Conant Fund . 6,000.00 

Investment Wm. H. Fogg 
Memorial Fund .... 

Investment Thomas Fund 

Investment Frothingham 
Fund, No. i 

Investment Frothingham 
Fund, No. 2 

Inyestment Ingersoll Fund 

Inyestment Isaac Sweetser 
Fund 47,000.00 

Investment Grlndall Rey- 
nolds Fund 2,297.00 

Inyestment Buckminster 
Brown Fund 

Inyestment Whitney Fund 

Inyestment Sawyer Fund . 

Temporary Inyestment 

Wilmington Church . . . 

Wilmington Church Estate 

Windsor Church Estate . 

Charles H. Burrage, Trus- 
tee 



48,121.56 
23,000.00 
10,210.00 

2,666.87 
10,000.00 

6,187.60 

6,000.00 
8,966.77 
6,000.00 
6,000.00 

6,206.90 
1,200.00 
2,660.00 



19,028.75 
2,647.15 

6,000.00 

20,000.00 
1,000.00 



6,000.00 
26,000.00 

2,000.00 
89,002.40 

2,924.79 
12,861.60 

3,000.00 



2,600.00 
Book Accounts 1,843.92 



Stock $202,286.07 

General Fund 48,121.66 

Hayward Fund .... 23,000.00 

Perkins Fund 10,210.00 

Kendall Fund 2,666.37 

King Fund 10,000.00 

Penhallow Fund .... 6,187 JSO 

C. T. Thayer Fund . . . 6,000.00 

Whipple Fund 8,966,77 

Faulkner Fund .... 6,000.00 

Hazeltine Fund .... 6,000.00 

Lienow Trust Fund . . . 6,205.90 

Publication Fund .... 1,200.00 

Bigelow Fund 3,000.00 

Smith Education Fund . . 4,284.77 

Conant Fund 5,000.00 

Wm. H. Fogg Memorial Fund 19,028.76 

Thomas Fund 2,647.16 

Frothingham Fund, No. 1 . 6,000.00 

Frothingham Fund, No. 2 . 20,000.00 

IngersoUFund 1,000.00 

Isaac Sweetser Fund . . . 47,000.00 

Grlndall Reynolds Fund . 2,297.00 

Special Fund 1,000.00 

Buckminster Brown Fund 5,000.00 

Whitney Fund 25,000.00 

Sawyer Fund 2,000.00 

Temporary Loans .... 6,000.00 

Church Building Loan Fund 31,062.40 

New England States * . . 10,676.19 

Middle States* 5,300.00 

Western States* .... 5,320.00 

Southern States* .... 2,212.50 

Padfio Coast* 8,637.50 

Japan Mission * .... 3,260.00 

Theological Education * . 332.92 

BookAooonnts 32127 



$643,992.62 
* Unexpended balance of appropriations. 



$648,992.62 
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SEVENTY-SECOND ANNIVERSARY OP THE 



CONTRIBUTIONS FROM SOCIETIES. 



The following list InclndeB all the Societies which have contribnted to the 
ftmds of the Association for the year ending April. 30, 1897, with the suns sev- 
erally paid by them. 



Alameda, Cal 

Albany, N.Y 

Alton, 111 

Andover, N. H 

Andover, North. Mass. . . 

Ann Arbor, Mien 

Arlington, Mass 

Ashby, Mass 

Asheville, N. 

Athol, Mass. 

First Cong'l Church . . . 

Second Unitarian Society . 

Augusta, Me 

Ayer, Mass 

Baltimore, Md 

Bangor, Me 

Barnstable, Mass 

Barre, Mass 

Bath, N. H 

Belfast, Me 

Belmont, Mass 

Berkeley, Cal 

Berlin, Mass 

Bernardstou, Mass 

Beverly, Mass 

Billerica, Mass 

Bolton, Mass 

Boston, Mass. 

First Parish of Dorchester . 

First Church in Boston . . 

First Religious Society in 
Roxbury 

Second Church 

King's Chapel 

First Parish, West Roxbury 

Arlington Street Church . 

First Parish of Brighton . 

First Congregational So- 
ciety of Jamaica Plain . 

Third Religious Society in 
Dorchester 

Harvard Church in Charles- 
town 

Hawes Unitarian Cong*l 
Church, South Boston . 

South Cong*l Church . . 

Church of &e Disciples . . 

Church of Our Father, East 
Boston 

All Souls' Unitarian Church 
of Roxbury 

Christ Church, Dorchester 

Unity Church, So. Boston . 

Church of the Unity, Ne- 
ponset 

New South Church . . . 

Norfolk Unitarian Church 

Unitarian Church of Ros- 

lindale 

Brattleboro, Vt 

Brewster, Mass. 

Bridgewater, East, Mass. . . 



825.00 
34.77 

110.00 
31.00 
61.25 
60.00 

168.75 

60.00 

5.15 

20.00 

40.00 

57.00 

13.00 

131.07 

214.00 

57.57 

58.15 

5.00 

85.00 

160.00 

34.80 

21.00 

8.00 

55.12 

102.72 

5.00 

1,000.00 
1,000.00 

200.00 

1,300.00 

1,382.45 

75.00 

4,771.00 

130.17 

1,010.00 

100.00 

60.13 

105.10 
2,000.00 
1,400.63 

12.74 

119.25 
25.00 
10.00 

40.00 
50.50 
10.00 

14.23 
50.62 
20.00 
62.70 



Bridgewater, West, Mass. . 940.00 

Brockton, Mass 25.00 

Brookline, Mass 782.28 

Brooklyn, Conn 10.00 

Brooklyn, N. Y. 

First Unitarian Society , . 1,000.00 

Second Unitarian Society . 360.00 

Third Unitarian Society . 50.00 

Buffalo, N. Y 300.63 

Burlington, Vt 302.35 

Cambridge, Mass. 

First Parish 1,233 82 

Third Congregational Soc'y 132 42 

Canton, Mass 72 00 

Castine, Me lO.OO 

Charleston, S. C 25.10 

Charlestown, N. H 14.30 

Chelmsford, Mass 55.00 

Chelsea, Mass lO.OO 

Chicago, 111. 

First Unitarian Society . . 25.00 

Unity Church 279.00 

Chicopee, Mass lO.OO 

Cleveland, Ohio 25.00 

Clinton, Mass 50.79 

Coliasset, Mass 33.45 

Concord, Mass 676.00 

Concord, N. H. ..... 260.00 

Decorah, la lo.oo 

Dedham, Mass 268.00 

Dighton, Mass 13.00 

Dover, Mass lo.OO 

Dover, N. H lo.OO 

Easton, North, Mass. . . . 297.10 

Eastport, Me 35.00 

Ellsworth, Me 15.2 1 

Fairhaven, Mass. ..... 33.00 

Fall River, Mass 156.55 

Farmlngton, Me 30.00 

Fitchburg, Mass 383.55 

Fitzwilliam, N. H 10.00 

Framingham, Mass 74 66 

Franklin, N.H 37.00 

Gardner, Mass. 14.OO 

Geneseo, 111 14.00 

Gloucester, Mass 61.33 

Grafton, Mass lo.oo 

Greenfield. Mass 100.00 

Greenwood, Wis 500 

Groton, Mass 70.0O 

Hartford, Conn 50.00 

Harvard, Mass 15 10 

Haverhill, Mass 22 60 

Helena, Mont 50 OO 

Hingham, Mass. 

First Parish 184.15 

Third Cong'l Society . , . 40.78 

Holyoke, Mass 25.00 

Hopedale.Mass. 5.OO 

Honlton, Me I8.OO 

Hubbardston, Mass. ... 13 00 

Hudson, Mass. 46.22 
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Hyde Park. Mass $60.00 

Iowa City, Iowa 10.00 

Ithaca, N. 7 25.00 

Keene,N.H 401.34 

Kennebank. Me 80.00 

Keokuk, Iowa 11.00 

Kingston, Mass 60.00 

Lancaster, Mass 100.00 

Lawrence, Kan 13.25 

Lawrence, Mass 51.00 

Leicester, Mass. 66.50 

Leominster, MasSb .... 75.00 

Lexington, Mass 207.00 

Lincoln, Mass 12.50 

Littleton, Mass 100.00 

Littleton, N. H 8.50 

Los Angeles, Cal 50.00 

Louisville, Ky 94.85 

Lowell, Mass 325.00 

Lynn, Mass 205 00 

Madison, Wis 50.00 

Maiden, Mass 10.00 

Manchester, N. H 100.00 

Marbleliead, Mass 10.00 

Marlboro* Mass 120.00 

Marshfield, Mass. 

Grace Chapel 20.00 

Meadville, Penn 100.00 

Medfield,Ma86 60.00 

Medford, Mass 200.00 

Mendon, Mass 8.00 

Menomonie, Wis. 10.00 

Middleboro', Mass 10.00 

Milford,N H. ..... 12.22 

Millbury. Mass 21.00 

Milton, Mass 612.00 

Milwaukee, Wis 108.00 

Montague, Mass. 

Second Congl Society . . 2.00 

Montpelier, Vt 131.76 

Montreal, Can 36.23 

Nantucket, Mass. 20.00 

Nashua, N. H 85.85 

Natick, South, Mass. . . . 37.25 

Needham, Mass 27.50 

Newburgh, N. Y 33.00 

Newbunrport, Mass. . . . 108.03 

New Orleans, La. 12.66 

Newport, R. 1 82.27 

Newton, Mass. 

Channlng Religious Society 450.00 

Society at West Newton . 1,070.00 

Society at Newton Centre . 25.00 
New York, N. Y. 

Church of AU Souls . . . 1,000.00 

Churcb of the Messiah . . 2,805.37 
Unity Congregational Society 50.00 

Northampton, Mass. . . . 63.22 

Northboro'. Mass 44.00 

Northfleld, Mass 11.00 

North Platte, Neb .... 50.00 

Norton, Mass. ...... 10.00 

NorweU, Mass 32.00 

Oakland, Cal 200.00 

Orange, N. J 25.00 

Passaic, N. J 10.00 

Peabody, Mass 37.00 

Pembroke, Mass. 8.00 

Pepperell, Mass 26.00 

Peterboro', N. H 16.19 



Petersham, Mass $7.00 

Philadelphia, Penn. 

First Unitarian Church . . 250.00 
Unitarian Society of Ger- 

mantown 183.00 

Spring Garden Unitarian 

Society 1,430.00 

Pittsburgh, Penn 10.00 

Plainfleld, N. J 20.36 

Plymouth, Mass 72.00 

Portland, Me. 

First Parish 170.C0 

Portland, Ore. 126.00 

Portsmouth, N. H 350.00 

Piesque Isle, Me 8.97 

Providence, R.I. 

First Congregational Church 1,168.81 

Westminster Cong'l Society 205.95 

Olney Street Cong'l Society 50.00 
Quincy» Mass. 

First Cong'l Society . . . 114.67 

WoUaston Unitarian Soc'y . 100.00 

Randolph, Mass 6.00 

Reading, Mass. 48.70 

Revere, Mass. 

First Unitarian Society . . 5(0 

Society at Beachmont . . 6.76 

Richmond, Ya. 6.00 

Rochester, N. Y 50.00 

Rockland, Mass. 10.83 

Roekville, Conn 5.00 

Rowe, Mass 14.75 

Rutherford, N. J lo.OO 

SaoouMe 32.26 

St. Paul, Minn 10.00 

Salem. Mass. 

First Congreg»tional Soc'y 181.00 

Second Church 53.88 

North Society 510.50 

Barton Square Society . . 62.36 

Salt Lake City, Utah . . . 29.76 
San Francisco, Cal. 

First Unitarian Society . 182.50 

Santa Barbara, CaL . . . 66.00 

Sharon, Mass 6.50 

Sherbom, Mass lo.OO 

Sioux City, Iowa 10.00 

Somerville, Mass 150.00 

Sprinfffield, Mass. .... 488.49 

Stoneham, Mass 50.00 

Stow, Mass 16.26 

Sturbridge, Mass 6.50 

Syracuse, N.Y 126.00 

Taunton, Mass 300.00 

Templeton, Mass 50.00 

Tiverton, R.L 6.00 

Toledo, Ohio. 26.00 

Topeka, Kan ^5.90 

Trenton, N. Y 40.00 

Troy, N.Y lo.oo 

5rng8boro', Mass 26.00 

Upton. Mass. 5O.OO 

Uxbridge, Mass. 28.26 

Vlneland^N.J 26.00 

Visalia,Cal e.OO 

Walpole, Mass 50.OO 

Walpple,N.H 33.11 

Waltham, Mass 822.46 

Ware, Mass io.OO 

Warwick, Mass 8.76 
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SEYBNTT-SEOOND ANNIYBBSABT OF THE 



Washington, D.O. 

Watortown, Mass. 

Wavorly, Mass. . 

WellMley Hilla, 

Weston, jEffasB. . 

Westwood, Mass. . . . 

Weymoatn. East, Mass. 

Whitman, Mass. 

Wilmington, Del 

WUton, N. H. 
First Unit. CongU Society 
Liberal Christian Church 

Winchendon, Mass. . • . 

Winchester, Mass. . . . 

Windsor, Vt 

Wobom, Mass 



•277.86 
72.60 
S.OO 
25.00 
SOO.OO 
24.10 
6.00 
10.00 
100.00 

16.00 

. 82.00 

100.00 

76.00 

1400 

168.00 



Worcester, Mass. 

Second Parish 9859.26 

Chnrch of the Unity . . . 292.70 

Sonth Unitarian Society . 105.00 

Yarmouth. Me 25.26 

YonkersiN. Y. 37.15 

The following contribution was in- 
tended for me year endins April 30, 
but nayment was necessarily delayea 
nntfl after that date: — 

Baraboo, Wis $6.00 

Exeter, N.H 20.00 

Minneapolis, Minn. 
Free ChriBtian Church . . 10 00 

Sandwich, Mass 7.00 

St. Louis, Mo. 
Church of the Messiah . . 110 00 



APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE YEAR ENDING 
APRIL 30, 1897. 



SOCIBTFES. 



Alameda. Cal $200.00 

Albany, N.Y 1,200.00 

Andover, N. H. ..'... 125.00 

Ann Arbor, Mich. .... 1,200.00 

Ashevllle, N. 150.00 

Athol, Mass. 

First Cong'l Church . . . 200.00 

Atlanta, Ga 500.00 

Austin, Texas 500.00 

Bath, N. H 150.00 

Berkeley, Cal 500.00 

Brooklyn. Conn 100.00 

Castine, Me. 150.00 

Chattanooga, Tenn 200.00 

Colorado Springs, Col. . . . 400.00 

Des Moines, Iowa 200.00 

Dover, N.H 200.00 

Duluth, Minn. ...... 600.00 

Ellsworth, Me 160.00 

Exeter, N.H 250.00 

Fargo, N.D 300.00 

Farmington, Me 300.00 

Francestown, N. H 260.00 

Gardner, Mass 100.00 

Gouvernenr, N. Y 600.00 

Hamilton, Canada .... 300.00 

Helena, Mont 800.00 

Iowa City, Iowa 300.00 

Ithaca, N.Y 1,300.00 

Lancaster, N.H 50.00 

Lawrence, Kan 500.00 

Littleton, N.H 250.00 

Madison, Wis 600 00 

Melrose JEIighlandB, Mass . . 150.00 

Middleboro\ Mass. .... 250.00 

Millbury, Mass 150.00 

Minneapolis, Minn. 

Free Christian Church . . 800.00 

New Brighton. N. Y . . . 650.00 

New London, Conn .... 300.00 

New Orleans, La 360.00 



Northampton, Mass. . . 

Ontario, Cal 

Passaic, N. J 

Pembroke. Mass 

Pittsfield, Mass 

Plainfield, N. J 

Pomona, Cal 

Presque Isle. Me 

PuyaOlup, Wash 

Bandolph, Mass. .... 

Bedlands,Cal 

Bichmond, Va 

Bidgewood, N. J 

Bochester, N. H 

Bockville, Conn 

Bowe, Mass 

St. Cloud, Minn 

Salem, Ore 

Salt Lake aty, Utah . . 
San Diego, CaL .... 
Sandwidi, Mass. .... 

SanJoe^, CaL 

Santa Ana, Cal. .... 

Santa Maria, Cal 

Somerville, Mass. 

Second Unitarian Society 
Spokane, Wash. .... 

OSverton.B. I 

Topeka, Kan 

Trenton, N. Y 

Tyngsboro, Mass 

Vineland, N. J 

Westerly, B. I 

Whitman, Mass 

Wichita, Kan 

Windsor, Vt 

Wolfeboro*, N. H 

Worcester, Mass. 

South Unitarian Society 
Yarmouth, Me. .... 



$650.00 
200.00 
200.00 
50.00 
600.00 
400.00 
250.00 
300.00 
100.00 
400.00 
250.00 
250.00 
160.00 
300.00 
300.00 
160.00 
200.00 
360.00 
600.00 
300.00 
150.00 
750.00 
200.00 
200.00 

60.00 
860.00 
200.00 
400.00 
300.00 
126.00 
300.00 
300.00 
200.00 
300.00 
226.00 
200.00 

600.00 
200.00 
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Salaries and Allowances to Supebintendents, 

MiSSIONABIESy BXa 

Rev. Wayland L, Beers, Union Springs, N.Y $160.00 

„ Jasper L. Donthit, Shelbrvllle, UL 600.00 

„ Trowbridge B. Forbnsli, Memphis, Tenn 1,000.00 

„ Samuel R. Free, Willimantic, Conn 400.00 

„ John B. Green, St. John, N.B 1,200.00 

„ Napoleon S. Hoagland, Qreen Harbor, Marshfleld, Mass. . . . 200.00 

„ Clay MacCanley, Japan 2,600.00 

„ Daniel W. Morehouse, Superintendent for Middle States and 

Canada (other half from Conference) 1,260.00 

„ T. Qrafton Owen, Arcadia, Wis 400.00 

„ Magnus J. Skaptason, Winnipeg, Man 800.00 

„ D. Munro Wilson, Superintendent for New England 2,600.00 

Othes Missionary Appbopbiations. 

Work ill New England, under direction of Superintendent .... 9600.00 

„ „ Middle States, under direction of Superintendent .... 200.00 

Norwegian Mission, Fergus Falls, etc., Minn 400.00 

Towards expense or Pacific Coast Headquarters, San Francisco, Cal. 260.00 

Building Fund of Unity Church, Santa Ana, Cal 400.00 
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40 SEVENTY-SECOND ANNIVEBSART OF THE 



CHURCH BUILDING LOAN FUND. 

Gash on hand May 1, 1896 941,747 36 

Repayments of Loans 10,860.00 

Interest 824.46 

Donations :~ 

First Church, Boston, Mass $40.00 

First Congregational Parish, Canton, Mass. . . . 10.00 

Friend 5.00 65.00 

853,476.82 

"WoUaston (Quincy), Mass »4,700.00 

Passaic, N.J 4,000.00 

San Diego, Cal 2,500.00 

Waverley.Mass 2,000.00 

Ontario, Cal 1,600.00 

Salem, Ore 1,600.00 

Omaha, Neb l,3oO.OO 

Hudson, Wis 800.00 

Duluth, Minn 700 00 

Chattanooga, Tenn 210.00 

Sandwicli,Mass 160.00 



Legal Expenses $40.72 

Other Expenses 23.70 



$19,360.00 



64.42 



$19,424.42 
Cash on hand AprU 80, 1897 34,052 40 

$53,476.82 
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